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[57] ABSTRACT 

An office partition is formed by mterconnection at adja- 
cent posts of screens each comprising a toad-c auyiu g 
frame of posts and rails. rwH4ng panels are demount- 
ably snpported on each face of the frame at an outward 
clearance from the posts and rails. Each cladding panel 
has on its concealed face a pair of- horizontally spaced 
frame members formed with lower and upper slots to 
engage respectively whh (a) ont-tnrned tongues of 
hinge clips on the lower of said pair of rails, and (b) by 
means of spring latch in the upper of said slots with 
e at r he s under the upper of said pair of rails. At least one 
cable carrier in the screen extends along and is sup- 
ported by a rail, so that electrical wiring laid in the 
cable carrier of one screen can pass out of the screen in 
the gap between a panel and a post or rail and can pass 
in the gap between the paneb and the posts across the 
posts to the cable carrier of the adjoining rerrm The 
p a r t it i on may be used in ««™«»rfrp with a desk that 
stands against or is snpported by the partition, winch is 
provided with one or more cable cm Ins as aforesaid 
defining open chaimfth for lay-in rlrrtrical cables mat 
run along the screen above the desk. A latched 
panel immfriialH y above the desk defines an access 
panel mat is held closely spaced from a frame of the 
screen to permit cables to pass from the r JKun n^ i or 
channr Is onto the desk and opens to expose the chan- 

26 dans, 23 Drawing Figaro 
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rier — the cable does not have to be threaded through 
OFFICE SCREENS AND PARTITIONS apertures in the posts. Cable entry and egress is between 

the cladding panels or between a cladding panel and an 
This application is a cxmtmuation-m-part of my VS. adjacent capping strip. 

patent application Ser. No, 751,046 dated Jury % 1985, 5 ^ TO ^™^^ W ^ ^ * 

^^2ndo«5i DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED FEATURES 

Advantageously the screen has four cross-rails and 
one face of the screen has three demountable cladding 
This invention relates to a screen for forming an of- panels with a middle one of said rliMing panels being 
fice partition by connection of adjoining screens. 10 smaller than the other panels and being located at a 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION ^^K^g" p^T t^t 

For many years experts have given a great deal of screen all se rvice s may be run at desk-top height clear 
thought to the problems of total office design so that of desk tops and u p p e r or lower storage cabinets hung 
staff and technology can work producth' ' > in the space 15 from or placed against the screen. A partition may be 
available. In the USA an office f mature system formed by mtercormectxm of a multiplicity of screens 
emerged based on a screen with work tcps and storage of this kind, providing a combination of cable lay-in 
himg from the screen dement. The American approach from one side with desk-height cable access, 
saved space and offered each individual ms or her own It is desirable that the load carrying frame should be 
panelled office. However if often lacked flexibility to 20 capable of being shipped in knurfed-down form and 
meet the changes brought about by modern technology. assembled on site by simply being bolted together, but 
In Europe a different system emerged independently to should provide a rigid structure. Preferably the top and 
solve the same problems, but the end result was some- bottom rails are of box-section and terminate in out- 
what different. The E uropean approa ch used the work- turned vertical lorntlrm members of channel section, die 
stop or desk as the basic unit with screening added to 25 posts are of rfiaimfJ section with a smaller interned 
give a degree of privacy. This system solved the fleadbO- channel formation along the web so that they assume a 
ity problem but did not provide solutions for all indrvid- W-profDe with side walls thereof apertured at intervals 
ual office tasks. As technology development acceler- to receive sus| >e iaion or support brackets and with the 
ated within the office it became dear that neither sys- web channel m***™^ tfgfct passing between apertures 
tern was ideal Manufacturers adapted their products to 30 of the opposed walls, the V***^ members fitting he- 
cope with the increasing power, tdrphone and data tweenthe web channel and the side walls and die posts 
cabling r e quhcin ents, rather than tackling the problem and cross-rails being secured together by fixing bolts 
at source. rtwrwigh the web rfu n u rf and *i»""^i the F oi l i n g 

with head s thci e uf con c ea led withm the web 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ^ 
It is an object of the invention to provide a system Advantageously the panels are bottom 



that takes the advantages of each distinct approach, can hinged and can be released along their top edges to nit 
be used interchangeably with free-standing desks and outwardly to a stable inclined attitude giving access to 
desks suspended on hanger brackets from the screen the interior space of the screen. Accoidingry the dad- 
frame and has a simple and e ff e ctiv e provision for pass- 40 rffng p"*^ has first cfip means adjacent its bottom edge 
ing cables at floor, desk and top capping levels. permittin g the panel to hinge outwardly about an axis 

The invention provides a screen for an office parti- parallel to the cross-rails and mdnrting tongue means 
tion comprising a generally rcctangnlaT screen compris- ^*c*g™g tn**n« mH lytumtwg tk» p*™** 
ing: first dip means until the panel b demounted by being 

a toad-carrying frame faming a section of an even- 45 lifted therefrom and has tuwaids its top edge second 
tual p a ililuai and defined by first and second posts cfip means defined by catch means on one of said panel 
along side edges of the screen and by a pmraliry of and said frame resQientry engaging latch means on the 
cross-rails cxtrnrting between and c onn ec ted to the other of said panel and said frame to hold the panel 
posts with at least a top and a bottom cross-nul along against the frame. The bottom edge of the 
top and bottom edges of die screen; 50 panel extends beneath die first cfip means and when the 

at least one cladding pand spanning between the pand is tilted butts against a lower cross-rail spumed by 
posts and b c tw t m pairs of die cross-rails; and the pand to hoM die pand in a stable attitude. The first 

at least nnff caMg Larr i fj in th* frww A-fiiiing mi b—g» dip means then Comprises? 

one cable channdopen from above, said carrier extend- a latch member attached to a top face of a cross-rail 
inggeneralryparalld to the cross 55 and inctodmg n|«*»i«tmg wall swans, tongue means 

and second posts and with the sides of the cable channd inclined upwardly and outward ly with respect to die 

having npw^nflf at thr fnds of thf caTTtff giving cable fru ity* apd |mvm g an y i ffifr frcr ft*** iP M t i an outer lace 

access across an outer face of the posts to the channd in of the waD means at an angulation, and hook means at 

the line thereof; die tip of the tongue means and inclined inwardly and 

clip means demountahry supporting the raartrting 60 upwardly with respect to the frame; and 

pand at an oulwaid clearance from the outer face of the a r*trh nwtiw cm a blind fi*^ of pand having a 

posts so that cables laid in the cable *' can pass side sparfd apart from the pand to therewith a 

therefrom across the outer foc r of the posts to adjoining space with the base of ****** rttrh rn^mv^r lp ifm^ into 

portions of the eventual partition. the hollow spac e and with portions of the side defining 

When a partitions assembled from the screens it is an 65 a slot leading into the space and adjacent to bm spaced 

advantage of this invention that a cable can be hid from a lower edge of die side, said skk demouutably 

along the partition simply by removing dmMmg pands fitting between the tongue means and the waD means in 

from one face and laying the cable in the cable car- attitudes of the pand such that the lower edge of the 
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panel is clear of the cross-rail and pivoting in the angu- FIG. 3 shows a framework for a screen with three 

Intion about the lower of the edge side, and on tilting panels on each face; 

the pane! to attitudes where hs lower edge abuts the FIG. 4 shows a pair of posts; 

cross-rail the hook means entermg the dot and the catch FIG. 5a is a perspective view of a top rail; and 

member travelling along the latch member until the 5 FIG. 56 is a perspective view of a bottom rafl forming 

tongue reaches a lower edge of the slot part of die internal structure of a pand; 

TTie second clip means may be defined by a catch FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a cable earner that fits 

member attached to a bottom face of a cross-rail and mto^ frame rtrocture; 

having tongue means exteraimg outwardly from the FIG. 7 B a diagram^ vertical sectemof a frame; 

cross^^ FIG. 8 is an exploded view of an end fimshmg post 

latch assembly including a member on a blind race of and t^ adjoinmg screen frame structure; 

the panel havL^s^Wd apart from the panel to HG *J\ to 11 ™ set t^l^P t£ 

detinSh a hono^cTwith portions of the ^^^t^veScT mC °' 1 ^ mt ° * 

elm means retammed m the slot havmg fin^ means cfedding panelto attachment to a screen 

thatbdisplacedbyfc^ SSv£ ******* 

e^aeslotarfs*apsr^ BC ^^ h&pmp J^ 

tb l? I \ ll _ J . e ^ . with the catch of FIG. 10; 

Ttebhmlt^oftheoreachcladiim^ pjQ 15 is an enlarged diagrammatic section of part 

Wy u^£!^ of a screen showmTa^^onVr^ thereof in^an 

tached therm said frame bem^^ mnight attitod^ 

horizontal members of top hat section, catcfa members a tirSd attitode; 

of the first chpmeims being FIG. 16 is a fragmentary sectional view of the screen 

the upright members and said member of sari latch ^ fr3msv ^ sbo ^ ait ^^ 

assembly of said second cup means bang defined by FIGS. 17 and 18 are perspective views of a worktop 

lower regions of the upright members. unit and a support foot winch are accessories that can 

The came carriers may be of electrically rnsularmg dip mto posts of the screen framework; 

material, may depend from a frame rail and may have pj G |p ^ a fragmentary perspective view of frame- 

the capability of nesting. Stub cable carriers may be ^ ^^irks of adjoining frames stowing the establishment of 

provided for cofling lengths of excess cable. Each cable a straight connection therebetween; 

carrier may be of generally chanel section wim a central FIGS. 20 and 21 are perspective views of accessories 

upstanding wall bifurcated along its top edge to define mining »ngM m.^fWw tm K> «tAKtAwt ha- 

a hanger and with a bifurcated formation depending twees ftr and 

from its lower race to define a nuX the hanger snap 35 ^Kk 22 is a perspective view of the screen frame- 

pngftgmg either with rail formations on the undersides ^ Aon mtg n oH^Mtiw rmhnAimi~nt rf the ciMe 

of the catches or with the afl of an overlying cable carrier. 

carrier to suspend said cable carrier. The cable carrier is 

preferably fblmed with out-turned bifurcations oVfimug DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 

the rafl and intnrned bifurcations defining the hanger. 40 EMBODIMENT 

The top face of the web of hinge clip means fitted to die In FIG. 1 a group of screens 10-12 is shown forming 

top race of the cross-rails may be formed with npstand- part of a rr*prfni»r office i^tiiH wi The screens may be 

ing internally barbed walls into which the rail of a cable ^ n Pr ««* o H trrgrtfrT ™ » ^rtrpig* 1 * * *Hinff IK 1 " , 

carrier fits. in a T-c onn rction as flhstrated* in a 4-way c onne ct ion 

The walls of the hinge clip means may be enlarged 45 or at angles to one another. Each scr e en u o uiprises a 

along their top edges and a ^"pr^g strip of channH load-carrying frame structure, panels demountahty 

section may be held with its walls downward by means capped to the frame structure and cable carriers sup- 

ofchp formations on the lower r^ ported by the frame stiuUmc. The panels and capping 

engage said hinge dip walls. The capping strip may of the screen 11 are cut-away to reveal the internal 

fiifrtiw 1 h w n|ti hm iwtiirnKi tiKk rm it* nmUs that sKdeafaly 50 structure. 

engage retaining dips of cfaannd section adapted for in FIGS. 1 to 3, the frame structure tr omprise* posts 

bolting to end posts whereby the capping strip serves 15, 16, a top rail 17 of box-6ection and a bottom rail 18 

for both top and end capping a screen. also of box-section, the frame of FIG. 2 has only one 

The versatility and part economy of the above ar- pand each fece, but the frame of FIG. 3 has top and 

rangemeritisparticiu^nty 55 bottom panels 19, 21 and a desk4evd access panel 20 

being used in up to three roles and with the catches also which is of snrwtantiaTry lesser height than the panels 19 

serving to support the cable carriers. ot 2L Tltt panels 15, 21 can be of opaq^ to 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS S"J££T-~ ^T^X^^ 

Earoodimeirtstftheim 60 panel 20 substantially comrades with the top race of the 

with reference to the accompanying drawings* in mtcndfri desk. The pand 20 is supported at upper and 

which: lower m l fflinftfiHte rails 24* 25 that are also j " " " 



FIG. 1 shows three wTpff ") 1 according to the inven- between posts 15 and 16L As is more dearly seen in 
Don frwmmg part of an orifice pgrtftfon, one of winch is FIGS. 4> 5a and 5b the posts 1% 16 are generally of 
partly cut-away to reveal its n» i structure, iDustra- 65 double or W-sectkm to drfinr side walls 26, Zf 

twt» caKlg patf« thrrmgh thg p aitiiM Mi being marked; and a web 28 mat is folded to define a l eve rse d arrrifar y 

FIG. 2 shows a framework for a scr e en having one dwrmd 29. The opposed side walls 26> 27 are formed 
pand on each for**: and with kmgrxudmalry spaced locating apertnres 30 for 
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hanger brackets, support brackets or other accessories able The uprights 71, 72 of the frame are posi- 

es is known in the art. The channel 29 prev en ts light tioned to conform to die hinge clips 40 and ****^hf y 41 
passing directly from a p ert ur e s 30 in one wall 26 to the and are formed adjacent their ends with upper slots 74 
apertures 30 in the other wall 27. As is apparent from and lower slots 73 that r e sp ec tiv ely fit onto c atrJ i CT 41 
FIGS. 2 and 3 the frame is assembled with the walls 26, 5 and hinge clips 40. The lower slots 73 are plain but the 
27 of the posts 15, 16 feeing one another. The raOs 17 upper slots 74 are formed to locate spring latches 75 
and 18 are provided at their ends with vertical wiring (FIGS. 13, 14) which are engigeable with catches 4L 
uiwi i ln b 35 that are of out-turned charmH section as The face of the upright 71 or 72 that is parallel to the 
shown with the outwardly facing side walk of members panel 1$, 21 is spaced therefrom to define a space mat is 
35 fitting one into the space between wall 26 and chan- 10 open from the base so that tongue 51 can fit therein and 
nel 29 and the other into the space between wall 27 and the lower slot 73 leads into that space, the slots 73 ex- 
channel 29. Bolts 22 pass through fixing holes in the ti-nffing across the face of the uprights 71 or 72 pnd 
channel 29 and through fixing holes in the locating being substantially deeper than the frbi^m r ffs of the 
members 35 to nsxcmhlr the frame together and their tongue 73L The base regions of the uprights 71, 72 with 
heads 23 can be concealed within the rh*rm*A 29 to 15 the slots 73 define the catch mmhw of the first clip 
permit the posts 15, 16 of adjoining frames to be assem- means. A panel 19, 20, 21 can be ?ttr>f>K^ to the frame 
bled with their webs 28 in nice to face contact. by introducing the faces of the uprights 71, 72 between 

• The top rail 17 carries hinge dips 40 on its top face tongue 51 or 52 and wall 48 or 49 of the hinge cfip 40 so 
and cwtrhes 41 on its lower face and the bottom rail 18 that the lower edge of the front fary rests and is pivot- 
carri e s hinge chps 40 on its top face and has ground- 20 able in the <mgnlfttinm 54, winch is possible when the 
contacting feet 14 dcpnidm g from its lower race. Each panel is upright or at less than its "»™mm mgU of tilt 
intermediate raO 24* 25 is also provided with hinge chps At that time the n p"gh*» Tt, 72 are at the extremity of 
40 an its top race and catches 41 on ha lower race. The their travel downwardly into the chps 40l A colled 
hinge chps 40 and catches 41 cooperate with the struc- lower edge 79 of the panel body 70 extends beneath the 
tare of a removable panel to enable the panel (a) to be 25 upright* 71 and 72 and at larger angles of panel tilt 
clipped upright to the frame structure at a small out- encounters die lower cross-rail 25 mat the rmH 20 
ward clearance from the posts and rails 15, 1£ 17, 18 spans. The hooked ends 53 have now been rotated so as 
and/or 24> 25 which their edges overhe and partly con- to enter the slots 73. As the panel 20 continues to tilt, it 
ceal, (b) to be undipped and hinged ohhqaery outwards now fiilcnims about its lower erfgg 79 with tfrg upri ght* 
as in FIG. 7, and (c) to be completely removed. 30 71 and . 72 sliding along the Wind races of tongues 52 

The structure of a hinge clip 40 that provides a latch until their end hooks 53 encounter the lower extremity 
member of the first chp means is shown in FIG. 9. It is of slots 7% after which further tilting is fat v e nted . The 
a short length of extruded ahnmmnm formed with a panels 19* 29, 21 can therefore hmge out about b ottom 
web 45 formed on its lower face with depending walls hinge means to a stable ftttufif Lifting the 

46, 47 betw ee n which is defined a channH into which 35 panel 20 when it is ifangy i hook 53 from 

the top race of a rail 17, 24>25 or 18 fits. The top race of slot 73, after which the panel 20 can be removed from 
the web 45 trrmi i wtrs in upstanding walls 48, 49 that the frame. 

when the chp is fitted in the frame are iwnJinf^ out- The upper slots 74 are similarly spaced on the <ypf of 
wardry at a small angle to the side planes of the frame npright* 71 mi 77. tn fesrf mtn a n fK*» 

and are formed with outward racing projections 50 40 upri ght* and the panel »nrf form part of a l»tr4i assembly 
along their top edges. The ends of the web 45 are also of the second chp means. Each slot 74 ennt ^™ a latch 
formed with "p^'^ftwg tongues 51, 52 dfrrrtfd 75 which is formed from a generally rectangular p**r 
obliquely upwaids and outwaids with respect to the of spring steel having a cut-out /Ufiwmg upper and 
frame and having at their tips hook formations 53 that lm«w tna gnwi ysa «nH hawng frltfrd fmy^lrm 7*ft at 
are directed obhquery inwaids and upwaids of die 45 its upper and lower edges, The latch 75 p deformed into 
frame. Each tongue 51, 52 define at its base an angula- a U-shape and inserted into slots 74 until projec ti ons 756 
tion providing a hinge region 54 with the base of the encounter the face of upright 71 or 72 after which the 
wall 48, 43. The top race of the web 45 is formed with tendency of the latch to straighten holds it in position, 
a pair of short inner walls 55, 56 fcniued on their inner «d the ttmgnea 75g t» gp n vgfg pfft and inwardly hv 
feces with barbs 57. SO dined of the slot 74 The horirontal fimbs of smVwaDs 

The structure of a catch 41 focming part of the second 64* 65 *4m*> tongoo-fike catch rw jnh^m of the second 
chp means is shown in FIG. 10. It r^f pn t n a web 60 dip means, and as they ** ****** * and then ***** the 
whose ends are formed with upstanding ears 61, 62 that TA AA- ww mWmng cm mrfa^ at *-*m nhm 

locate and receive the lower race of a rail 17, 24* 25, or tongues 75a apart untfl they releasably ™p into the 
18. D ependin g from the web 60 are side walk 64> 65 of 55 inwardly ">*«Tt«prf regions 66l Thus the panel 20 can be 
out-turned angular profile inwardly radbscd just be- rotated an the lower chp means that inctodes the binge 
hind their ends at 66 to define catches for the paneb and chps 40 until it reaches an npright •tiiimU where the 

formed at thrir ruith nn—s^^finiwp mnr^^m #a npper clip memn thatt nrfpdea tte catena #at g ^ gf> 

The lower free of the web 60 is formed with an out- -mtn md m re-tmeA m th^ «W» 7a\ Wdrimg *y pwj yti 
turned rafl-rtrfmrng bifurcation 67. Agam the catch 41 is 60 upright until r wU* * *A by pulling along its top edge, 

an al uminium extrusion. A cable trey 80 is shown in FIGS. 6 and 11. It is a 

The lemfbxcing and sparing structure of a typical generally rhmuifLw - j ic m eiiiusion in rigid polyvinyl 

panel 19 or 21 is shown in FIGS. 12 and IX The struc- chloride or other electrically wwiWt^g ng*j pMh 

ture of a desk level panel 20 is the same and it differs material and is of generally channel section with a tray 

only in overall dimensions. The panel body 70 is formed 65 prntirm fil tfaMM mtr> U - uin M ii»n y *p»*y*) i< m> ^ i ii m 11m* i 

of foam and f abr i c covered board such as fiaxboard compartments 82, 83 by a partition 84 and bounded by 

provided on its bfind race with a rectangular frame of html rati* fi\ ft* Th» prtrtini aa w \^r v r rm ^ fm 

top-hat sect ion reinforcements Attached thereto by suit- define a t wy g 87 whose extremities are i» t nnii rt at 88 
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and the lower face of the tray portion 81 carries out- FIG. 2L An intermediate post 130, 131 is bolted to each 

wanDy cranked ribs 89 defining a longitudinal support of the posts 15, 16 of the adjoining m iw. Each' post 

rafl. The hanger 87 can (a) snap onto the rail-defining 130, 131 has one side face 132 matching the side face of 

bifurcation 67 of the pair of catches 40 on one of the posts 15, 16 and its other side face 133 having a region 

rails or (b) it can snap onto the support rail defined by 5 134 of concave arcuate profile with bevelled regions 

ribs 89 of an overlying cable carrier to permit the cable 135 to either side of the region 134. The posts 130, 131 

carriers to stack. As apparent from FIG. 1* a typical fit together by abutment at the bevelled regions 135 and 

configuration at desk level comprises a pair of stacked are held in position by bolt connection to rings 136. The 

substantially full length cable trays 80, on the lower of connection b <r™r**M by means of a cover strip 137 

which is one or two stub cable trays 80a for coifing 10 and cap 13& The arrangement of FIG. 1 may be used to 

lengths of excess cable. The cable trays 80 can also fit emn^ three adjoining ^ "^ny in a T formation or to 

onto the hinge clips 40 of the bottom rail 18 by snap connect four adjoining screens in an X formation, the 

engagement of the rails 89 with the barbs 57 of the number of intermediate posts bolted to ring 136 then 

socketKiefming walls 55, 56. As apparent from FIG. 6, being three or four. It will be understood that FIGS. 20 

the sidewalk and base 81, 85, 86 of the cable carriers are 15 and 21 merely exemplify how connection may be estab- 

formed at intervals with cot-outs 90 for the cables to fished between adjoining screens of a partition where 

pass into and from the carriers 80. those screens are not in atiprnnwit and other m^hnffa of 

The tops and sides of the panel are formed with a dual interc onne ction may be employed without departing 

purpose ahmmumn extrusion of channel section defin- ftom ^ mvent KHi. 

mg a top cap 95 or a vertical cap 96. When 1^ 20 fig. 22 shows an alternative form of cable tray ar- 

cap, socket ^ oi ns lo^xface dip onto im&aoeDt - n wnich trays 140 are bolted to 

the tips 50 of walk 4* 49 to m*}*mate^15>1*.Tbttt**U* m <*4mik. 

as a vertical cap, the arrangement °fJ2P." *JLS but their sides 141 stop ctocf the posts 15. 

feL^E^ « * to P«>vide to cable entry m to and egre* each 

tothepostl6.Topj^ 

flanges 100 on the ^^f^^n^^I^ of plastics material that serve to h^ c^ where 
c^^J^engapd with bote lW through the ^T^^ andfxomthetrayl40andtoguidert 
posts 16> 96. The outside corner is furmshed by means of T*LK^ +yZ ~L i_T vTi „ ..T 

about the posts 15, 1& the cables being held away from 

8 spring of the ^19,20, 21 fann the 30 ffJi^SlS ^J^lJSfS^SS 

foratypk^tfaicepai^scic^vntfadicfonowiDghon- fonmng pat of the matt 143. Each flap M4 jatends a 
zoatal paths small distance beyond its respective post 15, 16 so that 

® along the top rafl 17tmdar the on) 95 (and 96 when when pasta 15, 16 of adjoi^ sneera^ whh obk: 

top pawl 19> wmiiing tost came |*— between tne naps 144 ana 

ffi) under 'the top mtermediate rail 24 with outlets P 05 * ^ ^ aoo ^ d ^ am ° at2 ^ c 

above or below the access cover 20; and screen. FIG. 22 stows an alternative form of cable tray 

(in) along the bottom rafl 18 with floor access from w ™ inserts 142 fitted to the ends of a cross-rail 2^ the 

below the p 3 * 1 ^ 2L 40 °p6tanding walls 48, 49 of the hinge dips 41 thereon 

The cables can simply be laid in the cable trays or snfficfcntry defining a cable channel. ^ 

carriers 80 and passed over the posts 15, 16 between It will be appreciated that modifications may be made 

adjacent screens thereby considerably simphrying cable to the emb odiment described above without derailing 

mcH>tintt f yn. from the invention, the scope of which is defined in the 

FIG. 17 shows a worktop pandUO that may befits 45 appended claims. 

to a screen such as the screen U just beneath the panel I claim: 

20 by engagement of downwardly ficmg hoo&s 112 of 1 A g enera lly rectangular sc reen comprising: 
firing hractoa ill mtp tbr inr^ring »| »T i . iTn** 30 nf tN» a loadVcarrying frame fo nuing a section of an even- 
posts 15, 16. A panel-support desk is optional, and the tnal pa i ti t k m and defmnd by first and second posts 
screen 111 may equally be used in assoc i ation with a 50 along side edges of the screen and by a ptaranty of 
firwv gfamrfmg tfaA f^f tttf | iyn j yr nmgfct T t i i* <- i i *^» cnr4» cross-rails nrrrnrfing between and < yrtinrrJed to the 
as the \ u ** * *f l f ill may be used to supp or t other posts with at least a top and a l io tton i cross-rail 

■ft c>^w *t^i r-n jAnar rrft If tTtg pamel along top and bottom e dge s Of the i 



is to stand without adjoining of the eventual at least one cladding panel spanning between the 
partition at *ngW thereto, it may to be stabilised 55 posts and between pairs of the cross-tails; and 
by a support foot 115 such as that shown in FIG. 18 at least one cabk carrier in the frmne defining at least 
which is fitted to a bracket insert 116 having upwardly one cable channel open from above, said carrier 
directed hooks 117 that fit into the apertnres 30 of posts rilrnriing generally parallel to the cross-rath be- 
15, 16. tween the first and arcoird posts and with die sides 
FIG. 19 shows a straight ^■■^■ftn between load- 60 of the cable channel having openings at the ends of 
carrying fu»" f % of adjoining of a partition. Posts the carrier giving cable r*'^" acros s an outer face 
15, 16 of th^- adjoining frames are snnpry plft^fd one of the |Hk*Ajt to the ^ftwun^l m the t^y^^**^ 
against the other and interconnected by bolts 128. clip means demountabry supporting the cladding 
Formmg a cnrnwJkai between panrls at 30* f 45* or 6CT panel at an Outward clearance from the outer face 
angles is similarly easy with die posts 15, 16 being 65 of the posts so that cables laid in the cable carrier 
bolted through an intermediate post 125 whose side can pass therefrom across the outer face of the 
faces 126, 127 abutting posts 15^ 16 are at the correct posts to adjoining portions of the eventnal parti- 
angle. A 90* crHinrctt on may be formed as j DuslralPd in tion. 
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2. A screen according to claim 1, wherein there are 
three cross-rails and one face of the screes has two 
demountable cladding pa nffc 

3. A screen according to claim 1, wherein at least the 
top and bottom cross-rails are of box-section and termi- 
nate in oat-tamed vertical location members of r4iairnf»l 
section, the posts are of ^featm*! section with a smaller 
intnrned chaimH formation along the web so that they 
assume a W-profile with side walls thereof a p er tm ed at 
intervals to receive suspeusiou or support brackets and 
with the web crtarmel blocking tight passing between 
apertures of the opposed walls, the location members 
fitting bet we e n the web channel and the side walls and 
the posts and cross-rails being secured together by fix- 
ing bolts through the web rftnwiwrf and through the 
locating memb er s with heads thereof concealed within 
the web chrnmrk 

4w A w rr t n according to claim 1* wherein mere are 
f ur cross-rails and one face of the screen has three 
d emountab le cladding panels with a middle one of said 20 
cladding r*Fnrl f being ^mnTlyr th*n the other p*w?ds «i*ct 
being located at a vertical position jost above the height 
of a desk to be stood against or to be fitted to the panel. 

5. A partition formed by m^«wmw^ioi» of a multi- 
plicity of adjoining srrrrns as r4o4m^ m claim 4. 

6L A screen according to claim 1* wherein each cable 
carrier c ompr i ya a metal body attached to the posts and 
plastics guides at the ends of the body rtrfmrng the 
openings and having flaps mat extend over the posts to 
shield cables passing over the outer faces thereof. 

7. A screen according to claim 6, wherein each flap 
extends beyond its l e s pcc li ve post so that flaps of cable 
carriers of adjoining screens of die eventual partition 
can overlap. 

& A screen according to claim 1, wherem a first cable 35 
carrier **>p— from a rafl and Mfr therealong be- 
tween the posts. 

9. A screen acc ordin g to claim 8, wherein a second 



10 



engaging in slot means and retaining the panel on the 
first clip means until the panel is demounted by being 
lifted therefrom and has towards its top edge second 
clip means defined by catch means on one of said panel 
5 and said frame resQiently engaging latch nwmQ on the 
other of said panel and said frame to hold the panel 
against the frame. 

IS. A screen according to claim 17, wherein the bot- 
tom edge of the chrirting panel extends beneath the first 
10 clip means and when the panel is tilted butts »g*mgt a 
lower cross-rail spanned by the panel to hold the panel 
in a stable attitude. 

19. A screen acc ordin g to claim 18, wherein the first 
clip ****** comprises? 
a latch member attached to a top face of a cross-rail 
• and including iipstanding wall niMin^ tongue 
means mrfinert upwardly and outwardly with re- 
spect to the frame and having an inner fror that 
meets an onter lace of the wall mem* nt am imgnbw 
tion, and hook means at the tip of the tongue means 
and inclined inwardly and upwardly with respect 
to die frame; and 
a catch member on a bhnd race of the panel having a 
side spaced apart from the panel to define there- 
with a space with the base of the catch member 
leading into the hollow space and with portions of 
die side Hrfmrng a slot into the space 

. adjacent to but spaced from a lower edge of the 
side, said side demoontably fitting between the 

trmgng iwnw imrl th* ximl] rrvmt m »*tfftifl fg thf 

panel such that the lower edge of the panel is clear 
of the cross-rail and pivoting in the angulation 
about the lower of the edge side; and on tilting the 
panel to attrfnrlri where its lower edge abuts the 
cress-rail the hook means entering the slot and the 
catch f-pfMfrnT travelling along *»V latch 
until the tongue reaches a lower edge of the slot 
20. A screen according to churn 19, wherein the sec* 
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cable carrier depends from the first cable carrier. 

10. A screen according to rhmt 8, wherein mere 40 end chp means is defined by a catch ntemuei attached to 
H*p*wflj fmrn th? cyhV Htrrirr pf»* or ttktt fttnfr caMp a bottom face of a cross-rail and having tongue means 
carriers for coifing excess cable. ntrndin g outwardly from the cross-rail with a r rcetsed 

11. A an ecu accor din g to r**rm wherein the cable region behind its tip and a latch assembly including a 
carrier is of generally gWmpi section with a central member on a blind face of the panel having a side 
upstanding wall bifurcated along its top edge to 45 spaced apart from the panel to define therewith a hol- 
a hanger and with a lafmuOed formation ^*'ng tow space with portions of the sife defhmig a slot lead- 
from hs lower face to define a nuX the h*i>gf map ing into the space, and resilient chp means ictaiiiiu ed in 
engaging with a suspension rafl formation under the the slot having finger means that is displaced by the tip 
cross-faiL of the tongue as the ton^ enters thesis 

12. A screen according to daim U, wherein each 50 ™c recessed region behind the tip. 



cable carrier is formed with out-turned bifurcations 
drfiimig a suspension rail formation and interned bifur- 
cations defining the hanger* 

13. A screen according to daim 8, wherein die sus- 
pension rail formation fits between nr"*"™*"^ inter* 55 
naUy barbed walls of cup means on which the cable 
earner may be located 

14. A screen a cco rdin g to daim 8, wherein the sides 
of the came carriers have cut-outs at intervals along 
their length to allow cables to pass t hei e fiiaiL 

15. A screen according to daim 1€> wherein die cable 
carriers are fanned of dec ti i ca Dy in su la t in g mntr a iw l_ 

16. A screen according to chum 15, wherein the cable 
carriers are in extrusion in rigid polyvinyl chloride. 

17. A screen according to chum 1, wherein the dad- 65 
ding pand has first chp means adjacent its bottom edge 
permitting the pand to binge outwardly about an axis 
paraTld to the cress-rails and fiMrfmKng tongue means 



21- A acneen acetwrfmg to d«m wfrffyfp fff^ CStft 1 , 

member comprises a web extending across the pnder- 
side of a cross-rail and bounded at each end by a pair of 
nrntindin g walk oWming a cfaannd into which the 
cross-rail fits and by a pair of depending walls leiiiiiiiit- 
mg m out-turned portions *i*fining the tongue k™t 

22. A screen according to daim 20, wherein the'bfind 
fef^ nf tfi^ |fn^i b flfUfTfffly rfrtangular reinforcing 
frame tfr r rt Pt said ^fn^< py 

60 upright and horizontal me mb er s of top hat section, 
catch members of the first chp means being defined by 
upper regions of the upright mr rubers and said member 
of said latch assembly of said second chp means being 
rirfmrd by lower regions of the pp"gfr* members. 

23. A screen according to daim 19, who till the latch 
i ntn i her has a web that f ilrruh across the cross-rail 
from one face of the frame to the other, mrspff on a 
lower face of the web defines a recess that locates onto 
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the raO and wall m^anc, tongue means and hook mrans 
occur at each end of the web. 

24. A screen according to claim 23, wherein the latch 
members occur in pairs on the cross-rails, each latch 
mmhrr being positioned towards one or other of the 



25. A scree n according to claim 23, wherein the walls 
of the latch member are enlarged along their top edges 
and a capping strip of ni»l section is held with its 
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walls downward by means of clip formations on the 
lower face of the web of the capping strip that snap 
"«gggfr the walls of the latch member. 

26. A screen according to claim 25, wherein the cap- 
ping strip farther co mpr i se s intnrned ribs on its walls 
that shdeably *-"ff»E* retaining clips f channrJ section 
adapted for bolting to end posts whereby the capping 
strip serves for both top and end capping a scr ee n. 
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